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(54) Reliable flexible sheet dispenser 

(57) A llexible sheet container is provided that per- 
mits a user to quici^ly and easily feed a leading sheet. 
The container has a base portion that defines a storage 
area and a top covering the base portion. The top in- 
cludes an opening into the storage area through which 
Individual flexible sheets are dispensed. A pair of op- 
posing flaps is pivotally attached to the top at their first 
ends and each extends toward the dispensing opening 



with its second end. The complementary second ends 
of the flaps together further define the dispensing open- 
ing while in a dispensing position. The flaps pivot inward 
toward the storage area to provide access through the 
opening into the storage area. As such, to-feed a leading 
flexible sheet, a user may rotate the flaps inward, grab 
a leading flexible sheet, and pull it through the opening. 
During dispensing, the flaps rotate outward and retain 
subsequent sheets. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to flexible 
sheet containers. More particularly, the present inven- 
tion relates to dispensing flexible sheet containers that 
are refutable and to methods for feeding and refilling the 
flexible sheets. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Flexible sheet containers are well known and 
come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Portable flexible 
sheet containers, such as baby wipes containers, clean- 
ing towels containers, and the like are popular for their 
mobility. Dispensing versions of these containers are 
particularly popular for their ease of use. They are con- 
venient in situations where a user needs to quickly and 
repeatably grab wipes or towels. For example, when a 
messy spill occurs, it is desirable for a user to quickly 
and easily grab successive cleaning towels as needed 
while cleaning the spill. In other situations it may be de- 
sirable for a user, such as a parent changing a child's 
diaper, to be able to grab successive wipes with minimal 
complexity. It may be inconvenient and time consuming 
to peel-off or othenvise manually separate the towels or 
wipes. 

[0003] Refillable versions of flexible sheet containers 
are also popular. These containers allow a user to save 
the expense of purchasing a new container along with 
each new packet of flexible sheets. Further, they reduce 
waste, since many containers may be refilled numerous 
times. They are also economical for carrying fewer 
amounts of wipes, such as is the case with refillable 
mini-packets, because replacement sheets can gener- 
ally be purchased inbulkforless persheetthan in small- 
er quantities. 

[0004] With many of these dispensing containers, it is 
often necessary to feed a leading sheet of a stack of 
sheets into the dispenser. This may be necessary, for 
example, when refilling sheets. It may also be necessary 
to feed a leading sheet at other times, such as when 
opening a new container with pre-filled, but not pre-fed 
sheets. Further, sheets sometimes tear during dispens- 
ing. They may also jam or otherwise fail to dispense 
properly. It is necessary in these instances to re-feed a 
leading sheet 

[0005] The process of feeding a leading sheet in many 
of the existing containers entails a user removing a cov- 
er to gain access to an underside of the dispenser. For 
example, a user may need to push or "feed" a leading 
sheet from underneath through the dispenser portion of 
the container With other existing containers, a user may 
need to thread a finger through a tight orifice to grab a 
leading sheet. A user may also needto use a tool to feed 
a flexible sheet through an orifice. These options are not 
desirable, particularly for portable containers or in situ- 



ations where a user needs quick access to additional 
sheets. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

5 

[0006] The present invention provides aflexible sheet 
dispensing container that allows a user to quickly and 
easily feed a leading sheet. It effectively dispenses a 
single sheet at a time and also permits finger access to 

10 the storage area of the container through the dispenser 
opening as needed to feed a leading sheet. This permits 
the user to quickly and easily feed a leading sheet into 
the dispenserandthenproceed with dispensing sheets. 
These advantages are appropriate for a variety of dis- 

15 pensirig containers from relatively inexpensive portable 
wipes containers to larger and more expensive cleaning 
towel dispensers. 

[0007] In one embodiment, a flexible sheet container 
according to the present invention includes a container 

20 having a base portbn that includes a storage area and 
a top covering the base portion. The top is preferably 
movable with respect to the base for allowing the sheets 
to be refilled or replaced. The top includes an opening 
into the storage area through which the individual sheets 

25 are dispensed. A pair of opposing flaps is attached to 
the top that together further define the dispensing open- 
ing. The flaps are pivotally mounted to the top, and ac- 
cording to one aspect of the invention, are mounted via 
living hinges. The pivoting flaps allow a user to access 

30 the storage area with their fingers and to feed a leading 
sheet through the opening. 

[0008] According to another aspect of the invention, 
the flaps only pivot within the flexible sheets storage ar- 
ea. According to a further aspect, the container includes 

35 stops for limiting the flaps from rotating upward beyond 
an outer plane of the top. In yet another aspect of the 
invention, the flaps include complementary notches at 
their distal ends thatform the dispensing opening. Other 
aspects of the invention include methods for feeding a 

40 leading sheet and for refilling sheets. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The invention will be described in detail in the 

45 following description of preferred embodiments with ref- 
erence to the following figures wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of flexible sheet con- 
tainer in accordance with one embodirfient of the 
50 invention; 

Fig. 2 is a detailed perspective view of the dispenser 
opening for the container of Fig. 1 ; 

55 Fig. 3 is a top view of the container of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectk)nal view taken through line 
4-4 of Fig. 3; 
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Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken through line 
5-5 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 shows the detail area of the dispensing open- 
ing and flaps as indicated in Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 shows a sectional cut-away view of the con- 
tainer of Fig. 1 with a user initiating the feeding of a 
leading sheet; 

Fig. 8 shows a similar view to Fig. 7 with a leading 
sheet fed through the dispenser opening; 

Fig. 9 is a top view of the container of F^. 8; 

Fig. 10 shows a view similar to Figs. 7 and 8 with 
the user dispensing a sheet from the container; and 

FIG. 1 1 is an exploded view of the container and a 
refill stack of sheets according to a further embod- 
i m ent of the i nve ntion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The invention may be embodied in various 
forms. As shown in Figs. 1-11 in general and Figs. 1-6 
in particular, one embodiment according to the present 
invention includes a container 1 0 having a base portion 
1 2 and a top 1 4. The base portion 1 2 includes a bottom 
1 5 and a plurality of walls 1 6 that define a storage cavity 
1 8 for storing flexible sheets. The top 1 4 is pivotally con- 
nected to base porton 12 for pivoting between a closed 
position, in which top 14 covers storage cavity 1 8 (see 
Fig. 1 ), and an open position exposing storage cavity 1 8 
(see Fig. 11). The pivotal connection is preferably ac- 
complished by an integrally molded hinge 19. A stack 
62 of flexible sheets may be baded while storage cavity 
18 is exposed in the open position. The container 10 
may also be purchased with stack 62 pre-loaded in stor- 
age cavity 18. To assist with retaining the top 14 in a 
closed position, as shown in Fig. 11 , top 1 4 may include 
bcking tabs 1 3 that engage locking recesses 1 5 in base 
portion 1 2 when top 14 is closed. To assist with unlock- 
ing top 1 4, base portion 1 2 may also include depression 
1 7, which perm its a user to flex locking recesses 1 5 out 
of engagement with locking tabs 13. 
[001 1] The top 1 4 defines a dispenser opening 20 that 
permits flexible sheets stored in storage cavity 1 8 to be 
dispensed. The top 14 includes a lid 21 pivotally at- 
tached to the top 1 4, which is movable between a closed 
position (not shown) for covering dispenser opening 20 
and an open position for.exposing the dispenser open- 
ing 20. The lid 21 may include snap fit tabs 27 that en- 
gage projectksns 29 on cover 1 4 in the closed positbn. 
The base portion 12 and top 14 shown in these figures 
are illustrated according to one embodiment having an 
aesthetically pleasing contour. However, such contour- 
ing is not necessary and a multitude of alternative con- 



tours couM be used to perform equally well. 
[0012] The top 14 also includes a pair of opposing 
flaps 22. 24 pivotally connected to top 1 4. The flaps 22. 
24 according to this embodiment generally have a pri- 
mary range of motion located within storage cavity 18. 
As shown in Figs. 6-1 0, flaps 22. 24 rotate inward toward 
the interior of storage cavity 18, which is generally a 
downward direction in this embodiment and outward 
away from the interior of the cavity 18. which is a gen- 
erally upward direction in this embodiment. For exam- 
ple, Fig. 7 shows flaps 22, 24 in an inward/downward 
position and Fig. 8 shows flaps 22, 24 rotated outward/ 
upvrard from the positwn of Fig. 7. Further, Fig. 10 
shows flaps 22, 24 rotated even further upward from the 
position of Fig. 8. It is understood that the opening 20 
and related structure In this embodiment could be on a 
side wall or bottom wall in lieu of top wall 14. As such, 
in other embodiments, flaps 22, 24 may also rotate side- 
ways or In other directions according to their location, 
and may rotate outside of storage cavity 18. 
[0013] Each opposing flap 22. 24 generally includes 
a first end 26, 28, which is proximate to top 14 and is 
pivotally connected thereto. Each flap 22. 24 also in- 
cludes a second end 30, 32 opposite the first or proxi- 
mate end 26, 28. The second end 30. 32 of each flap 
22, 24 extends toward dispensing opening 20 and op- 
poses the second end of the other flap. Thus, second 
ends 30, 32 are distal from the pivotal connection to top 
14 at corresponding proximate end 26,28. The distal 
ends 30, 32 complement each other and together define 
dispensing opening 20. According to one embodiment, 
each distal end 30, 32 includes a U-shaped notch 34. 
36 formed therein. As discussed below, when a flexible 
sheet is fed into dispensing opening 20, flaps 22, 24 
overlap at their distal ends 30, 32 and U-shaped notches 
34. 36 define a substantially circular orifice as dispens- 
ing opening 20. 

[0014] As shown in Fig. 6, the proximate ends 26, 28 
are each pivotally attached to top 1 4 via respective living 
hinges 38, 40. The living hinges Include areas of repeat- 
ably bendable elastic material that permit rotation of the 
respective flaps 22, 24 inward into storage cavity 18. In 
order to limit outward rotation of flaps 22. 24. the con- 
tainer also includes a stop 42, 44 for each flap 22, 24. 
Each stop 42, 44 includes a first stop surface 46. 48 and 
a complementary second stop surface 50, 52, which 
abut each other in a rotatbn-limiting stop position. The 
stop surfaces 46, 48, 50 and 52 may be planar or any 
other shape that permits operation of the stops. Prefer- 
ably, con-esponding stop surfaces 46 and 50 or 48 and 
52 engage each other at a point of rotation for the re- 
spective flap 22, 24 that prevents the proximal end from 
rotating beyond zero degrees with top 14. The stops 
may further include a multitude of different rotation lim- 
iters, such as stop blocks or interference tabs. 
[0015] The first stop surface 46, 48 of each flap 22, 
24 is disposed on proximate end 26, 28 near living hinge 
38. 40. Accordingly, each first stop surface 46, 48 ro- 
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tales along with the corresponding flap 22, 24. Each first 
stop surlace 46, 48 is oriented parallel to its respective 
living hinge 3B, 40, and therefore rotates in a direction 
perpendicular to the respective living hinge 38, 40 along 
with the corresponding flap 22, 24. Each second stop 
surface 50, 52 is disposed on top 1 4 in a position prox- 
imate to a respective one of the living hinges 38. 40, and 
is parallel to and opposite of a corresponding one of first 
stop surfaces 46, 48. 

(0016] As shown in Fig. 10, during dispensing of a 
sheet, flaps 22, 24 are rotated upward to a dispensing 
position 70 in which the flaps are nearly coplanar with 
an upper surface of top 14. In this position, each second 
stop surface 50, 52 contacts a conesponding first stop 
surface 46, 48. Such contact limits further upward rota- 
tion of each flap 22,24 at its proximate end 26. 28 near 
its respective hinge 38, 40. Downward rotation of flaps 
22. 24 may be limited by contact with a stack of flexible 
sheets, as shown in Fig. 7, or through other limits, such 
as contacting a portion of container 10. Accordingly, 
flaps 22. 24 are free to rotate downward and upward 
between dispensing position 70 and a downward posi- 
tion that provides access to flexible sheets. 
[0017] The stops 42, 44 according to one embodiment 
are integrally formed in the geometry of flaps 22. 24 and 
top 14 through an injection molding process. Such a 
manufacturing process allows first stop surfaces 46, 48 
to be formed in the geometry of corresponding flaps 22, 
24, and second stop surfaces 50, 52 to be formed in the 
geometry of top 14. It also allows for hinge 19 to be in- 
tegrally formed with top 1 4 and base portion 12 for piv- 
otally connecting the top to the base portion. As such, 
base portion 12 and top 1 4 are made from an injection 
molded plastic, such as polypropylene. Injection mold- 
ing further allows living hinges 38. 40 to be integrally 
formed from areas of material with reduced thickness 
that each connects a corresponding flap 22, 24 to cover 
14. 

[0018] Such a manufacturing process provkies many 
advantages beyond integral formation of many compo- 
nents of the container. The use of a molded plastic ma- 
terial, such as polypropylene, permits flexibility in flaps 
22, 24. Such flexibility provides benefits during dispens- 
ing of sheets as discussed below. Further, as shown in 
Fig. 6, flaps 22. 24 are molded in an angled position 72 
sloping downward toward storage cavity 18. As such, 
flaps 22. 24 are slightly biased downward, which pro- 
vides benefits during dispensing of sheets. Molding 
flaps 22, 24 in an angled position also allows stop sur- 
faces 46. 48, 50 and 52 to be integrally molded by simply 
using two or more halves of a mold tool (not shown) with- 
out the use of special slides or other expensive and time- 
consuming manufacturing steps. This is because a por- 
tion of the mold tool (not shown) matching the outer por- 
tion of top 14 can form outer portions of stop surfaces 
46, 48, 50 and 52 when flaps 22, 24 are mo Wed at down- 
ward angle 72, The lid 21 is preferably formed separate- 
ly and pivotally attached via a pin 23 and socket 25 con- 



nection. 

[0019] In operation, container 10 according to one 
embodiment permits a user to easily add flexible sheets 
to the container, to feed a leading sheet through dis- 
5 penser opening 20, and to thereafter dispense sheets. 
As shown in Figs. 7-10, in order to dispense sheets, a 
leading sheet 60 of the stack of flexible sheets 62 stored 
in storage cavity 18 is fed through dispenser opening 
20. The stack 62 of sheets may include refill sheets load- 
10 ed by a user as discussed below wKh regard to Fig. 11 . 
They may also be pre-loaded sheets that have not been 
fed through dispenser opening 20. In addition, if a sheet 
needs to be fed for other reasons, such as du e to tearing 
of a sheet during dispensing, due to a jam in dispenser 
iS opening 20. or due to a sheet otherwise falling back 
down on to stack 62, a leading sheet may easily be fed 
through dispenser opening 20 without opening top 14. 
Such a leading sheet 60 may be fed via a user entering 
storage cavity 1 8 whh his fingers 64 and grabbing the 
20 leading sheet 60. The flaps 22, 24 permit such entry by 
rotating downward toward storage cavity 18. As they ro- 
tate downwand, opening 20 between distal ends 30. 32 
becomes large enough to permit the-entry of the user's 
fingers 64. Accordingly, a user may easily enter storage 
25 cavity by pushing downward on flaps 22, 24 without forc- 
ing his fingers 64 into tight fitting dispensing orifices. 
[0020] After the user grabs leading sheet 60. he feeds 
the sheet by pulling it upward through opening 20. As 
this occurs, flaps 22, 24 rotate upward along with lead- 
30 ing sheet 60. as shown In the transition between Figs. 
7 and 8. While rotating upward, portions of distal ends 
30. 32 begin to overlap. Overlapping porttons of distal 
ends 30, 32 guide leading sheet 60 into dispenser open- 
ing 20, which is now defined by U-shaped notches 34, 
35 36. as the leading sheet 60 is pulled upward. As flaps 
22, 24 continue rotating upward, dispenser opening 20 
becomes smaller until a substantially circular orifice is 
formed as shown in Fig. 9. In one embodiment, the ori- 
fice preferably has a diameter of 0.625 to 0.875 inches 
40 and more preferably is about 0.75 inches. Such a diam- 
eter compresses leading sheet 60 at the location of dis- 
penser opening 20 in a fed condition. The circular orifice 
is generally formed when flaps 22, 24 are disposed in 
dispensing position 70. In this position, flaps 22, 24 f ric- 
45 tionally retain leading sheet 60. 

[0021] To dispense a sheet, a user pulls leading sheet 
60, which will be withdrawn in a compressed state 
through circular dispensing opening 20. The leading 
sheet 60 is compressed at the location of opening 20 
50 and is generally uncompressed above and below open- 
ing 20. As sheet 60 is withdrawn, the first stop surfaces 
46. 48 of stops 42, 44 make contact with second surfac- 
es 50. 52 while flaps 22. 24 attempt to follow sheet 50 
and rotate upward due to frictional engagement. The 
55 stops 42, 44 restrict rotation of flaps 22, 24 beyond such 
a position. As leading sheet 60 continues to be with- 
drawn, distal ends 30. 32 of flaps 22. 24 are flexed up- 
ward. The use of a plastic material such as polypropyl- 
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ene permits flaps 22, 24 to act as spring arms and flex 
beyond the point of engagement by stops 42, 44, as 
shown in Fig. 10. In a flexed condition, distal ends 30, 
32 of flaps 22, 24 pull downward on leading sheet 60 
and a subsequent sheet connected thereto as it enters 5 
opening 20. The downward pull on the sheets assists 
with dispensing of the sheets and reducing loss of fluids 
impregnated in the sheets, as discussed below. Geom- 
etry, such as ridges 27. 29 on each flap 22, 24, may re- 
inforce the flaps as needed to fine tune the amount of 
flexibility in the flaps. 

[0022] Flexibility and the spring arm action of flaps 22, 
24 assist with the dispensing of sheets retained in a con- 
nected stack, such as stack 62. Connected stack 62 
may include overlapped and interfotded sheets as 
known in the art that are stacked to encourage subse- 
quent sheets to follow each other during dispensing. 
With such a stack, pulling leading sheet 60 upward 
through dispensing opening 20 results in a subsequent 
sheet 61 being partially pulled through dispenser open- 20 
ing 20. which feeds the subsequent sheet. As leading 
sheet 60 clears dispenser opening 20. the flexed flaps 
22, 24 act to pull subsequent sheet 61 back toward stor- 
age cavity 1 8. Further, because flaps 22. 24 are natu- 
rally angled downward as molded with angle 72, and be- 25 
cause gravity acts to encourage the flaps 22, 24 down- 
ward, they are biased toward such an downward posi- 
tion. As such, flaps 22. 24 pull subsequent sheet 61 fur- 
ther downward toward storage cavity 16 after leading 
sheet 60 is dispensed. Partial retraction of subsequent 30 
sheet 61 into storage cavity 1 8 exposes less of the sub- 
sequent sheet outside of storage cavity 18, which re- 
duces the amount of drying out of fluid that may be im- 
pregnated in stack 62. Rotating lid 21 to a closed posi- 
tion that covers dispensing opening 20 further limits 35 
such drying out. as lid 21 may form a seal between the 
lid 21 and top 14 that is substantially airtight. 
[0023] The rotatable flaps 22. 24 assist in dispensing 
of the sheets and they provide a qu wk and easy way for 
a user to feed a leading sheet. Thus, a container accord- 40 
ing to the present invention has advantages for both 
feeding and dispensing of flexible sheets. With a single 
hand, and without opening cover 1 4 . a user can quickly 
and easily feed leading sheet 60 with access through 
flaps 22, 24. A user may also continue dispensing lead- ^ 
ing sheet 60 as a natural continuation of feeding the 
sheet, and may then immediately foltew-up dispensing 
subsequent sheets. If asupply of sheets is depleted, the 
present invention also permits a refill stack of sheets 62 
to be quk:kly and easily installed. ^ 
[0024] To install a refill supply of sheets, a user rotates 
cover 14 to an open position shown in Fig. 11, which 
exposes storage cavity 1 8. The user then simply inserts 
refill packet 62, and rotates cover 1 4 into a closed posi- 
tion that covers storage cavity 1 8. Because the present 55 
invention permits a user to quickly and easily feed a 
leading sheet, the user may wait to feed a leading sheet 
until sheets need to be dispensed. 



[0025] While the present invention has been de- 
scribed in connection with the illustrated embodiments, 
it will appreciated and understood that modifications 
may be made without departing from the true spirit and 
scope of the invention. In particular, various numbers of 
flaps may be used that create various shapes and sizes 
of dispensing openings. Further, the container may be 
made in a variety of ways with a variety of materials, and 
may use different types of hinges. The container may 
also be used with a continuous stack of sheets having 
perforations between sheets, or a roll of sheets, or other 
such configurations. 



Claims 

1. A flexible sheet container adapted to dispense flex- 
ible sheets from a stack and permit a user to feed 
a leading sheet of the flexible sheets through a dis- 
penser opening, the container comprising: 

a plurality of walls defining a storage cavity per- 
mitting the storage of the flexible sheets, a first 
wall of the plurality of walls having the dispens- 
ing opening formed therethrough; 
a first flap having first and second opposed 
ends and being hinged ly connected to the first 
wall at the first end, the second end extending 
towanis the opening; and 
a second flap having first and second opposed 
ends and being hingedty connected to the first 
wall at the second flap first end. the second flap 
second end extending towards the opening, a 
portion of the second flap overlapping a portion 
of the first flap while the first and second flaps 
are in a dispensing position. 

2. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the opening is defined by a space between 
the second ends of the flaps. 

3. A flexible sheet container adapted to dispense flex- 
ible sheets and permit a user to feed a leading sheet 
oftheflexiblesheetsthrough a dispensing opening, 
the container comprising: 

a plurality of walls defining a storage cavity per- 
mitting the storage of the flexible sheets, a first 
wail of the plurality of walls having the dispens- 
ing opening formed therethrough; 
a first flap having first and second opposed 
ends and being hingedly connected to the first 
wall at the first end, the second end defining a 
first part of the opening; and 
a second flap having first and second opposed 
ends and being hingedly connected to the first 
wall at the second flap first end. the second flap 
seco nd end extendi ng towards the first flap sec- 
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ond end, the second flap second end defining 
a second part of the opening. 

4w A flexible sheet container as claimed in any one of 
claims 1 to 3, wherein each second end includes a 
notch therein, and the notches together define the 
opening while the flaps are in the dispensing posi- 
tion. 

5. A flexible sheet as claimed in claim 4, wherein each 
notch is U-shaped. 

6. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein the opening comprises a circular orifice de- 
fined by arcuate sections of the U-shaped notches. 

7. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein the circular orifice has a diameter of sub- 
stantially 0.75 inches. 

8. A flexible sheet container as claimed in any one of 
claims 1 to 7, wherein the first flap first end is con- 
nected to the first wall via a first living hinge, and 
the second flap first end is connected to the first wall 
via a second living hinge. 

9. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein the living hinges are made of an elastic ma- 
terial. 

10. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein the elastic material is a thermoplastic ma- 
terial. 

11. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 10. 
wherein the thermoplastic material is polypropyl- 
ene. 

12. A flexible sheet container as claimed in any one of 
claims 1 to 11 . wherein each flap pivots inwards to- 
wards the storage area. 

13. A flexible sheet container as claimed in any one of 
claims 1 to 12. wherein each flap is biased towards 
a position disposed within the storage area. 

14. A flexible sheet container as claimed in any one of 
claims 1 to 13. further comprising: 

a first stop limiting rotation of the first flap out- 
wards away from the storage area; and 
a second stop limiting rotation of the second 
flap outwards away from the storage area. 

15. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein each stop comprises: 

a first surface attached to the first wall proxi- 



mate to the first end of one of the flaps; and 
a second surface attached to the first end of 
said one of the flaps, and contacting the first 
surface while in a rotation limiting position. 

5 

16. A flexible sheet container as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein the first and second surfaces comprise op- 
posing planes disposed substantially perpendicular 
to a direction of rotation of said one of the flaps. 

10 

17. A flexible sheet container as claimed in any one o1 
claims 1 to 16, wherein the container comprises a 
base and a cover pivotaliy attached to the base, the 
cover comprising the first wail. 

15 

18. A flexible sheet contained as claimed in claim 17, 
further comprising a lid pivotaliy attached to the con- 
tainer and covering the opening while in a closed 
position. 

20 

19. A method of feeding a leading sheet of a stack of 
flexible sheets through a flexible sheet container 
adapted to dispense flexible sheets, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

25 

entering a storage area of the container via an 
entryway formed in a wall of the container by 
pivoting adjacent ones of at least two opposed 
flaps; and 

30 pulling the leading sheet of the flexible sheets 

through an opening defined by distal ends of 
the flaps. 

20. A method as claimed in claim 19. funher comprising 
35 the step of opening a lid covering the opening. 

21. A method as claimed in claim 19 or claim 20. further 
comprising the step of installing a stack of flexible 
sheets into the storage area of the container, the 

40 step of installing comprising the steps of: 

moving a cover from a closed position to an 
open position exposing the storage area; 
placing the stack of flexible sheets into the stor- 
es age area; and 

moving the cover to the closed position cover- 
ing the storage area. 

22. A refillable flexible sheet container adapted to dis- 
50 pense flexble sheets, and to permit a user to refill 

a depleted supply of flexible sheets and feed a lead- 
ing sheet of the flexible sheets through a dispenser 
opening, the container comprising: 

55 a base portion defining a storage cavity for stor- 

ing the flexible sheets: 

a cover movably attached to the base portion, 
the cover having the dispenser opening formed 
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therethrough; 

a lid movabty connected to the cover, the lid be- 
ing movable between a closed position cover- 
ing the opening and an open position exposing 
the opening; 

a first flap having first and second opposed 
ends and being connected to the first wall a! the 
first end, the second end defining a first part of 
the opening and extending towards the open- 
ing; 

a first living hinge pivotally connecting the first 
flap to the first wall; 

a second flap having first and second opposed 
ends and being connected to the first wall at the 
second flap first end, the second flap second 
end defining a second part of the opening and 
extending towards the opening, a portion of the 
second flap overlapping a portion of the first 
flap while the first and second flaps are in a dis- 
pensing position; and ^ 
a second living hinge pivotalty connecting the 
second flap to the first wall. 
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